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Social-Environmental Systems
Introduction
Social-environmental systems are crucial as far as sustainable development is concerned. In addition, social-environmental systems encompass new technologies, new policies and new management approaches that are keen on influencing the social well-being. According to Matson, Clark, & Andersson, (2016), decision making is vital in determining the nature of the city. For the goals of sustainable development, knowledge gained from participants of social change should be integrated with other approaches. The description of cities based on the characteristics of socio-economic systems and critical requirements of governance for cities to be more sustainable are fundamental for social change and development. 
Description of cities based on the six characteristics of socio-economic systems (SES)
One characteristic of the social-economic systems is ignorance. As hinted in the article, ignorance is the main factor which has been used to describe the city (Matson et al., 2016). Some people are ignorant of the fact that particular chemicals on the environment pose a health to the health of those who live there. The risks may be adverse hence affecting the set-up of the city. As such, the aspects of monitoring, as well as curiosity-driven research, are likely to make people in the city see the dangers and the opportunities they ought to exploit positively. 
Another issue is the lack of a universal approach especially when decision makers fail to understand and see damages or benefits of their actions. Some decision makers tend to make selfish reasons without considering others who may also be affected by the same decisions. As a result, sustainable development may be concerned primarily in the areas that are not taken into account. In addition, air pollution may affect the cities since human factors are attributed to increase the problem. The use of fossil fuels is the main factor that raises the issue of pollution hence the reason it has been on the rise. According to Matson et al., (2016), decision-makers in the city should seek to improve and avoid activities that can increase pollution. Some of the ways that can control pollution are; switching fuels and enhance the level of technology instead.
Again, governance is also a characteristic of socio-economic systems (SES) in the city. As asserted in the article, governance is fundamental in the quest of sustainability since its rules or arrangements are among the vital components of social capital. They are also the determinants of whole wealth and well-being. However, the way that governance is conducted can lead to problems hence affecting the city. At times, governance itself is attributed to be the main problem. The primary challenge lies in the creation of management for it to be consistent and follow the goals that govern sustainability (Matson et al., 2016). The government is triggered by actors who are influential in shaping the existing processes such as nation-states, political parties, organizations corporations, and sometimes special-interest groups.
Key Requirements of Governance for Cities to Be More Sustainable
It is fundamental that the cities embrace essential requirements of governance as a way of being more sustainable in light of these systematic characteristics. As such, embracing cooperation and a sense of sharing ideas are very important strategies that can be used to complement governance to promote social change in the city. According to Matson et al., (2016), cooperation is beneficial because it allows changes that are keen on addressing barriers that affect social change. In addition, it is the responsibility of the influential persons to instil cooperation among themselves and the public. As a result, an excellent understanding of governance will enable citizens to contribute to the quest for social development and sustainability. 
Again, accommodating the strategy of a collective union is a crucial requirement of governance for cities to be more sustainable. In other words, all persons regardless of their positions in the city should realize that they cannot achieve anything individually hence the need to unite. For the case of leaders, they should keep the negotiations and talks that may facilitate good governance of the city. Moreover, students should organize peaceful campaigns with an aim for the formulation of policies that make governance effective and efficient (Matson et al., 2016). Controlling the political process which exists at different levels may also be an essential requirement of governance to be more sustainable. The political processes are crucial for governance since they can be used to make decisions that might affect the governance process. This is because political processes are governed by very higher levels of political authority. As such, institutional arrangements can be used to complement governance in many stages. This is because aspects such as customs, regulations, local norms and contracts are well coordinated hence spearheading good governance. 
Conclusion
Socio-economic systems (SES) are vital to the achievement of sustainable development. Social change is a fundamental tool for sustainable development. This means that professionals, politicians, leaders, students and the public should realize the importance of unity and application of knowledge. They should also understand the fact that they ought to make a difference for the sake of sustainable development outcomes for the city. Knowledge across many different fields should be shared to address all gaps with an aim to achieve sustainable development. As such, sharing of knowledge is sufficient enough to meet social expectations and social goals.
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